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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of 
the  West  Dear.  3'nrvi  District  Council * 


Mr,  'Ghaianaa,  Mrs,  & eraiv«l  and  Gentlemen, 

;  ''  *  Ah"  nJAX,  REPORT  FOR  1944 


Counci 1  Off ices 
Coleford',  G-los. 


•October  1945. 


We  h,  v  '  the  honour-  to  present  to  you  a  report  oh  the  health  conditions 
in  the  district  for  the  year  1944.  In  accordance  with  the  instruct  ions  of 
the  Mini  -try  of  H  elth  circular  49/45  much  has  been  left  out,  but  it 
is  thought  that  the  more  important  matters  have  been  dealt  with.  It  is 
regretted  that  the;  Report  has 'not  boon  circulated  until  somewhat  late  in 
1945  but  with  the  depleted  staff  it  has  boon  difficult  to  tip. ire.  the  time 
necessary  for  its.  compilation*  '  The  return,  in  July  1945/  of  Mr,  Watts, 
tho  A.  S.I,  from  thr-  force  s,  has  helped  coy  rider. ably,  particul  rly  on  the 
Eou-.ire;’  survey,  •  • 
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Excess  of  live  births  over  deaths,  148 
Birth' rate  29,1  per  1,000  population. 
Death  rate  11. 4  «  -  »  « 
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The  incidence  cf  Infectious  Disease’  ao  shorn  in  the  eh'  -/  u:..,nry 
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The  County  Council  continued  to  he  re spon  able  for  the  iramuni zin  ■ . 
of  children  in  thi  ■  area  end  the  scheme  work  d  well. 
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There  we- re  epp rc ximat ely  20  cao-.  3  removed  to  Hospital  durirr  •  the 
year,,  fairly  fra,,  one  evacuated  family ‘which  wan  housed  under  unsatisfactory 
conditions.  Thin  family  has  sine,  returned  -.home .  " 

WATER,  . 

The.  public  water  supply  to  the  Rural  District  covers  th  •  whole  area,  every- 
villag -■  ar.d  hamlet  i->  jerve.d  by  water  mains, 

4  V 

(l)  The  summer  of  1944  was  remarkably  dry  -  olev..n  consecutive  months 
with  rair.f  all"  b  .-low  av-r-yt.  -  consquantly  th.  •  v.-.Vr  ra-  source  *  w-  re  severely 
taxed,  and  co:v- users  were  requested  to  exc*  raise  economy  in  the  use  of  water# 
Hot  withstanding  the  wat  r  shortage  the  public  supply  was  satisfactorily 
maintained  to  all  p  net  ?  of*  the  district. 


J 


The  quality  of  th.  w.itor  during  th-  v/h  1  p,  r-od  was  of  st  ,T;  ra 
purity,  R Aguiar  r-*pcrt3  of  wat- -r  saznpl  tests  wor--  given  by  the  Cou.  .tv 
Analyst .  The  neater  supply  i  3  obtained  from  a  deep  well  cUid  borehole  driven 
into  th.  middle  old  Rod  Sandstone,  Supplementary  water  supplies  arc 
obtained  from  springs  in  the  gathering  ground  .•round  the  well.  Those  are 

collected  and  used-  to  augment  the  supply  as  re  cm  red. 

»  ‘ 
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(2)  The  water  cf  the  piped  supply  is  periodically  examined  * 
bacteriologi colly  in  it-,  raw  statu  from  the  well  -did  p rings,  and  after 
sterilization  to  ensure  that  she  dcscego  of  chlorine  is  affectively  maintained 
In  addition  acc..-vs‘ie,nal  chemical  analyses  of  tee  waters  arc  obtained  to  detect 
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(3)  ^ho  water?,  arc  not  liable  to  a  plunbc  -  solvent  action  in  lead  pipes, 
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(4)  The  spring  sourc.-  ire  surrounded  by  a  protective  fence  and  each 
individual  source  is  enclosed.  by  a  chamber  and  the  water  conv  yed  "by  iron, 
pipes  to  a  large  collecting  reseryior  for  distribution, 

(5)  ’  The  estimated  proportion  of  dwelling  houses  served  by  the  public 
water  suppD.y  is  70$  and  the  proportion  0?  the  population  supplied  from  the 
wat  e  r  maim- . 

(a)  Direct  to  houses  67$ 

(b)  By  means  of  stand  pipes 


P r i vat  o  Suppl i 0  s 

Hina  samples  were  taken  from  eight  wells  used  by  the  public,  the  report 
on  one  showed  it  to  be  satisfactory,  while  the  others  were  badly  polluted. 
The  users  of  the  wells  were  warned,  by  posting  a  notice  on  the  well,  before 
using  it* 


Bat  him;  Pools 

A  routine  sample  of  water  taken  from  the  Olearwell  Recreation  Ground 
bathing  pool  (not  municip.-ally  controlled)  showed  the  water  to  be  of  satis¬ 
factory  purity.  Ad  vie.,  was  given  on  the  removal  of  algae,  and  the  pool 
supplied  by  spring  on  the  constant  flow  system,  remained  free  from  such 
growth  for  a  much  longer  period, 

Th.  case  of  paratypoid  fever  oc cured  in  a  youth  who  h.-xl  boon  bathing 
in  the  Oannop  Pool,  The  water  was  immediately  sampled  -and  paratypoid 
bacillus  i isolated  ••from  the  sample,  0.3  a  result  the  comers  of  the  pool,  which 
is  merely  a  cooling  lake  in  connection  with  a  large  coal  mine,  were* informed 
that  bathin':  was  unsafe  and  a- notice  to  this  affect  was  put  in  the  local 
press.  There  were  no  further  cases* 

HBIdJSD  COLISCTlOK  u  "  ;  '•  1 

The  C  uncil  continued  to  collect  refuse  and  salvage  from  more  than  90$ 
of  the  houses  in  the  area#  and  also  to  us-  two  refuse  lorries  with  six  laea 
employed  in  lending  and  sorting,  Mori  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  rafuso 
bins  were  naptiod  during  the  year  and  this  resulted  in  3  #23$  ideds  of  :rufiise 
and  salvage,  All  refuse  from  Army  in  tho  area  was  either  collected 

by  this  Council  *  a  lorries  or  arromganent  s  wore  mode  for  its  disposal. 

This  scheme  worked  very  well  with  the  benefit  of  increased  salvage  for  the 
local  authority  and  simple  means  of  refuse  disposal  for  the  military. 

The  valcu,  of ‘-salvage  sold  during  1944  was  approximately  £603  aad  the  net  cost 
of  refuse  collected  £1,100,  somewhat  leas  than  previous  years. 

Refuse,  is  di  -posed  on  a  scmi-contrcll  ed  cyst  cm  in  three  types  of  sifrej 

(1)  Disused  pit  shafts. 

(2)  Disused  quarries, 

(3)  *  Levelling  of  natural  depressions. 

Each  site  was  kept  under  close  review  end  the  condition  of  thd  tips 
was  reasonably  good  throughout  the  year, 

DRAINAGE  ADD  SETflSKAGB. 

Several  hpr.se  owners  installed  private  water  carriage  systems  during;  the 
year,  in  every  case  they  were  septic  tanks  with  over  flows,  hat  no  start 
could  be  made  on  the  main  problem  of  providing  proper  sewerage  disposal,  for  the 
various  br.il t  up  areaSof  the  district, 

f  -  w  r  >,  %  •  s 

DAI  BIBS  A1TD  COWSHEDS  5  :  . 

The  standard  of  milk  production' in  the  area  generally  was  good,  but  some 
reports  or.  -chool  milk  samples  -submit  t  ed  by  the  bounty  Oouncil  and  the  public 
Health  Department  of  this  Council  were  bad.  These  producers,  wore  resampled  , 
closely  watched  and  advised,  and  .an  improvement  was  shown. 

County  Council  samples  42  Good  26  Bad  l6 

P,H.  Dept.  Samples ,  4S  Good  22  Pair  10  Bad  14. 

During  the  year  ^roe  new  dairies  were  built,  one  new  cowshed  .aid  two  sheds 
were  rebuilt  or  improved. 

The  number  of  accredited  'licences  issued  by  the  County  Council  for  this 
ap.oa  was  7  and  1  producer  war  licenced  for  tuberculin  tested  milk. 
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HOUSING  '  ■ 

'To  St  -.tutors  notices  were  s erred -during  th,  year  an cl  all  ’rut-  12  were 
complied  with.  The  number  of  houses  inspected  wa-.-  63  mainly  upon  coiapl.vdnt, 
and  47  ware  rend,  red  -fit  by  informal  action;  The  rod  ing  of  th-.;  limit  of 
work  that  could  he  done  to  private  houses  above  the  pr.-vious  maxirrnin  of  £100 
was  responsible  for  2  houses  briny  con. id^r.-bly  improved#  The  provision  of 
■bathroom:?.,  and  flush  closets  was  undertaken,  mainly  in  owner  occupied  houses. 

This  trend  rf  irtiprovaaent  of  facilities  in  such  properties  is  one  that  the 
Public  Health  Department  wishes  to  encourage  to  the  fullest  possible  extent. 

Pour  agriculture  cottages  were  built  during  the  year  and  cane  into 
ocoup.  tier,  in  Dec.-nbor  1944* 

The  st-.-ndard  of  houvliiy  in  the  area  remains  low,  and  it  has  been  difficult 
to  maintain  a  reasonable  st.uidurd  of  fitness  in  11  cases.  This  is  particularly 
the  case  in  houses  which,  but  for  the  war,  would  have  been  condemned,  the 
occupants  rehoused;  the  uudertaicing  of  works  of  major  repair  on  such  property 
is  uneconomic  hut  often  such,  work  represents  the  only  way  of  making*  .0,  house 
even  reasonably  hahitablt  .  The  Department  lopks  forward  to  a  tisu  when 
houses  will  he  available  and  ?-ll  hou.  es  not  capable:  of  repair  at  reasonable 
expense  may  be  condemn .^d  and  d-moli  lied. 

MEAT  AID  OTHER,  POODS . 

There  i  s  no  slaughter  house  in  use  in  the;  area  so  in  consequence  meat 
inspection  mainly  consists  of  examination  of  cottagers*  pigs#  Those  wore 
almost  entirely  sound,  only  on,  whole,  and  one  part  c-arcas*.  b*  in,0;  condemned. 

Snail  amount  of  food  was  condemned  in  retail  shops  but  this  represent od  a 
very  nin.ute  proportion  of  the  goods  consumed  in  the  area. 

The  20  bakehouses  in  the  district  received  regular  inspection  and  wore 
kept  in  sat isf actor:r  condition, 
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8SPTITA5Y  INSPECTION  OD  THE  AIDA. 
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1,930 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (temporary  and  part  tine): 

Dr,  E.W.  Battle  M.H.C.S.  (England)  L.R.C.P.  (London) 

Sanitary  Inspectors  (full  time); 

V. C-.  Hudson,  M.R.  San.  I.,  M.S.I.A. 

G*.J.  Watts,  A.R.  Sen, I.,  M.S.I.A.  (returned  from  E,M.  Tor  cos  July  1945) 

We  have  the  h  ncur  to  be, 

[r.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Peroivnl  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servants, 


V-i 
*  i.*‘ 


5.  W.  BATTLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


v.  a.  Hudson# 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


